
Early on Sunday morning, as the 

new day was dawning, Mary Magda-

lene and the other Mary went out to 

see the tomb. Suddenly there was a 

great earthquake, because an angel 

of the Lord came down from heaven 

and rolled aside the stone and sat 

on it. His face shone like lightning, 

and his clothing was as white as 

snow. The guards shook with fear 

when they saw him, and they fell 

into a dead faint. 

 
Then the angel spoke to the 

women. "Don't be afraid!" he said. "I 

know you are looking for Jesus, who 

was crucified. He isn't here! He has 

been raised from the dead, just as 

he said would happen. Come, see 

where his body was lying. And now 

go quickly and tell his disciples he 

has been raised from the dead, and 

he is going ahead of you to Galilee. 

You will see him there. Remember, I  
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have told you.   

 
The women ran quickly from the 

tomb. They were very frightened 

but also filled with great joy, and 

they rushed to find the disciples to 

give them the angel's message. 

And as they went, Jesus met them. 

"Greetings!" he said. And they ran 

to him, held his feet, and wor-

shiped him. The Jesus said to 

them, "Don't be afraid! Go tell my 

brothers to leave for Galilee, and 

they will see me there." 

 
As the women were on their way 

into the city, some of the men who 

had been guarding the tomb went 

to the leading priests and told 

them what had happened. A meet-

ing of all the religious leaders was 

called, and they decided to bribe 

the soldiers.  

Continued on page 11 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life.  John 3:16  

 



Needs: 

-Double Strollersñif you 

have one that you can 

bring to each meeting or 

loan to Moppets for the 

year, please let Erika 

know.   

Lessons: 

4/12  Jesus died for ME!! 

4/26  The empty egg 

 

 

 

Workers Interested in Babysitting: 

Linda Purvis: 334-3314  

(Moppet Administrator, Adult) 

Kim Ellet: 527-7433  

(Moppet 0-11 month assis-

tant, Adult) 

Lauren Oliphant: 231-1558  

(Moppet 2 yr old teacher, 

Adult) 

Jennifer Davidson: 561-0573

(h); 699-2125 (c) 

(Moppet 3 yr old teacher, 

Adult) 

Sadie Voth:  554-1390  

(Moppet 3 yr old assistant, 

Teenager) 

Emily Voth:  554-1390 

(Moppet 2 yr old assistant, 

Teenager) 

Emily Brown:  334-0653 

(Moppet 12-24 month assis-

tant, Teenager) 

 

**  All Moppet Workers un-

dergo background checks ** 

ing/riding bikes.  Paul is from Tri-

Cities, TN.   

Kourtney is 20 years old and a 

junior at CofO, majoring in Sociol-

ogy and minoring  in Psychology 

and Christian Missions.  She loves 

to go camping under the stars 

and plans to do mission work in 

Africa after graduation.  Kourtney 

grew up in California and moved 

to Marshfield, MO in high school. 

Ray is 21 and a sophomore at 

CofO, majoring in Chemistry and 

minoring in Math.  Ray likes to 

mountain bike and travel when he 

has free time and rides motorcy-

cles, likes to cook and plays the 

bari sax in the CofO jazz band.  His 

hometown is Emden, MO. 

We are very fortunate to once 

again have C of O bonnors placed 

to work in Moppets for this semes-

ter.  This semester we have Paul 

Baker, Kourtney Isaman, Ray Van-

noy. 

 Paul is 23 years old and a senior 

at CofO majoring in Graphic Arts.  

He enjoys playing the drums, tak-

ing picture, camping and fix-

M o p p e t s  C o r n e r  
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W o r k e r  S p o t l i g h t  

Now taking 

applications 

for next yearõs 

Moppets 

Workers.  Con-

tact Erika 

Grimmer at 

mop-

pets@branson

mops.org or 

visit 

www.branson

mops.org for 

an application 

and more in-

formation. 

M o m o l o g y  

(417)335-3636 

J. Travis Brawner, MD 
Board Certified Ear, Nose and Throat 

 

Melissa Pruitt, MS, CCC-A 
Certified Audiology 

www.bransoninsurance.com  

201 Buccaneer Blvd  

Branson, MO 65616  

417 - 334 - 5115  



Sweet and Sassy Dish: 

 

Cream Cheese Brownies 

By Kari Brawner 

 

1 box yellow cake mix 

1 bag choc chips 

1 stick butter 

3 eggs 

8 oz cream cheese (softened) 

1 box powdered sugar 

  

Melt butter. Stir in cake mix and 1 egg 

until it makes a doughy substance. (I 

add a little water, maybe 1 or 2 table-

spoons to make it easier to work with)  

Spread into greased 9x13 pan.  Pour 

choc chips on top.  

 Mix together cream cheese, pow-

dered sugar, and 2 eggs until smooth 

and creamy.  Pour evenly over the top. 

 Bake at 300 degrees for 1 and 15 

min, or until golden brown on top.  It 

seems like it only takes about 1 hour. 

 

 

 

Food Schedule for Remaining Meetings:  

April 26 th   Orange and Yellow  

May 10 th   Cook Off Contest  

 

 

F o o d  C o r n e r  
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Hot Dish: 

Mexican Enchiladas 

By Kelly George 

 

Ingredients: 

1 package corn tortillas 

1 1/2 lbs ground meat 

1 package taco seasonings 

chopped onion (amount you prefer) 

chopped garlic (amount you prefer 

though we love 5 or 6 cloves) 

Either 3 small cans or 2 large cans of 

Old El Paso Enchilada sauce 

Shredded Cheese 

 

1.  Read instructions on tortilla pack-

age to get them soft to roll. 

2.  Cook ground meat with seasonings 

and onion and garlic. 

3.  Open cans of sauce and pour a 

little bit on bottom of a 13 x 9 pan. 

4.  Lay out tortillas. I spread four out 

and put 1 1/2 Tbsp in middle and roll 

up like enchilada and place in pan.  

Continue till all tortillas have meat in 

them. 

5.  Use rest of sauce to cover enchila-

das.  If there is leftover meat you can 

spread it over top of enchiladas.  

Spread cheese over the top and pop in 

the oven till cheese is melted.  

6.  Eat and enjoy! 



S c h e d u l e  o f  

E v e n t s  

¶ Tuesday, April 12 MOPS 

Meetingñ9:15amñ

11:15am (childcare check

-in begins at 8:45am). 

¶ Tuesday, April 19ñSmall 

Group Outing 

¶ Tuesday, April 26 MOPS 

Meetingñ9:15amñ

11:15am (childcare check

-in begins at 8:45am). 

¶ Tuesday, May 3 Steering 

Team Meetingñ9:15am-

11:15am 

 

April 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 ST 

Mtg 

6  7 8 9 

Carnival 

10  11 

 

12 

MOPS 

13 

 

14 15 16 

17 Palm 

Sunday 

18 19 

SG Outing 

20 

 

21  22 Good 

Friday 

23  

24 
Easter 

25 26 

MOPS 

27 28 29 30 
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The Track  Family Fun 

Parks Supports             

Branson MOPS AM  



performer at Sight and Sound 

Theater. The first four are in their 

30s and Montana is 27. Fay has a 

total of 14 grandchildren. Four 

boys and ten girls! They range in 

age from 6 weeks to 18 years. 

Four of them live in Florida and 

the rest are in Missouri which Fay 

is very thankful for!  

Fay says, òThis is my third year as 

a mentor, which I absolutely love!ó 

When not at MOPS she enjoys life! 

Fay loves to play with her grand-

children, read, create wreaths for 

ber of Branson AM MOPS for 

2 years.  This is her first year 

on Steering Team.  Melissa 

grew up close to Branson in 

Springfield, MO.  Her hus-

band's name is Scott and 

they have been married for 7 

1/2 years, which is also how 

long she has lived in Bran-

son.  Melissa and Scott have 

two girls, Madeline age 5 and 

Anna age 3.  If there is any-

thing that Melissa would 

want you to know about her, 

it would be that she loves 

Jesus!  She loves teaching 

her children about Him and 

experiencing their wonder-

ment that the Lord tells us to 

emulate.  Melissa loves mu-

sic, to sing, family, friends, 

baking, writing and reading.   

She is also an identical twin.  

So, if you are ever in Kansas 

City and think that you have 

spotted Melissa, you might 

look again. :) 

Melissa Hall is this yearõs 

Finance Coordinator.  As 

Finance Coordinator it is 

her job to collect fees, man-

age the money, and budget 

for the group. She pays 

child care workers, deposits 

money, keeps accurate 

records, and encourages 

the other Team Leaders to 

be accountable in spending 

for their area. 

Melissa has been a mem-

M e n t o r  s p o t l i g h t  

S t e e r i n g  T e a m  S p o t l i g h t  

P a g e  5  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  8  

Fay Stephenson is the mentor of 

the Red Rulers.  This is her third 

year being a MOPS Mentor. 

She has been married to Craig 

Stephenson for 35 years. They 

have 5 children, Larry, Sheri, 

Stephanie, Bene & Montana. Bene 

and Montana are both serving as 

police officers. Larry is a mainte-

nance supervisor at an elementary 

school. Sheri is a mom of three 

girls and a professional photogra-

pher. Stephanie is a mom of two 

boys and one girl and a singer/

 

417-339-3978 

hillfamilychiropractic.com  

Jerod Hill, D.C. 

 

Helping you and your family achieve a higher    

quality of health and wellness. 

all occasions and she is now training 

her brand new old pure white Hava-

nese puppy. She is adorable and her 

name is Sugars! 



      

 

April 

Lynette Brownñ26 

Brandee Hillñ29 

Teena Mahoneyñ5 

Amy McGuireñ16 

Shelley McAfeeñ21 

Melissa Snyderñ3 

Jeanie Staplesñ21 

 

 

 

 

June 

Kim Connellñ5 

Katrina Cramerñ10 

Kristin Forsterñ13 

Amy Umbrightñ12 

 

Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birth-

day to you, Happy Birthday Dear Lyn-

ette, Brandee, Teena, Amy, Shelley, 

Melissa, Jeanie, Kim, Katrina, Kristin 

and Amy, Happy Birthday to you! 

 

 

 B i r t h d a y s   
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www.BaghdadER.com  

This site is dedicated to the men and women 

who have served in the Emergency Medical 

Treatment Section of Ibn Sina Hospital,      

otherwise known as Baghdad ER.   

Currently a book is being written that tells the 

story of the Soldiers serving there for fifteen 

months during Operation Iraqi Freedom,       

07 -09, throughout the troop surge              

and beyond.  

ToddBaker@BaghdadER.com  

mailto:ToddBaker@BaghdadER.com


 

formation on how you 

can help this ministry.  

(501-322-0391 or email 

at prayerand-

care@bransonmops.org) 

Also, donõt forget about  

River Rock Ministries, 

which will provide tran-

sitional housing and is 

scheduled to open in 

February 2011.  We 

are honored to sponsor 

one of the apartments.  

We are in need of fur-

nishings and house-

hold items.  If you can 

help with items for the 

apartment, please con-

tact Laura. 

 

Laundry Love - They 

meet the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays at the Coin-

o-Matic in the evenings 

if you would love to vol-

unteer your time helping 

those in need fold their 

clothes and minister to 

them at the same time.  

Please contact Laura if 

you would like more in-
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O u t r e a c h  M i n i s t r y  We are still 

collecting 

quarters and 

laundry 

soap for 

Laundry 

M o m o l o g y  

Escape & Rejuvenate  

Jennifer Storey, LMT  

417 - 239 - 4280  

187 First St  

(next door to the Pink Door Thrift Shop)  

Turkey Creek Junction  

Hollister, MO 65672  

MOPS Moms 

Special  

$40 for 60 min 

relaxation 

massage  

(Deep Tissue 

$10 more)  

This month we are honored to have Pastor Neal Franks bringing to us 

The Easter Message.  

Pastor Neal Franks is the Senior Pastor at FBC Branson.  

Dr. Neil Franks, has seen the congregation double in his 3 

years of leadership.  He says, ñOur worship services are 

exciting. Our discipleship ministries are challenging and 

inspiring. Our church body is warm and friendly.ò 

 

KIM CONNELL  

AVON Representative  

 

(417) 334 -6818  

kimleannconnell@gmail.com  

http://www.youravon.com/kconnell  

Host an eParty and receive 10% of 

your party sales in Avon Credit.  

 

S p e a k e r  s p o t l i g h t  

mailto:nfranks@fbcbranson.com


*My self-talk is usuallyé 

Most often critical:  19.8% 

Most often supportive:  20.1% 

A mixed bag of messages:  60.1% 

*Since becoming a mom, Iõveé 

Developed more brain cells:  

17.2% 

Lost brain cells:  58.1% 

Stayed about even:  24.7% 

*My sense of humor can best be 

described asé 

What sense of humor?:  1% 

Hit or miss:  56% 

Always laughing:  43% 

*What percentage of parenting 

responsibilities do you hold? 

Less than half:  3% 

More than half, but not all:  84% 

Almost all:  13% 

*I believe God has created me for 

a purpose. 

Yes:  96.5% 

No:   3.5% 

*I know my God-given purpose in 

life. 

Yes:  71.4% 

No:  28.6% 

*Are you involved in a faith com-

munity? 

Yes:  92% 

No:  8% 

These are just some of the Mom 

Stats that were taken.  Answer 

these questions for yourself?  

Where does your answer fall? 

 

 

M O P S  2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1  T h e m e  

M o m o l o g y  
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I thought this 

month it would be 

interesting to 

share with you 

some of the Mom 

Stats that were collected in the 

making of Momology.  About 

1,800 moms participated in sur-

veys conducted for Momology. 

*Being a mom as made meé 

More resilient:  93.9% 

Less resilient:  6.1% 

*In considering their life experi-

ences,  

83.5% of moms said they felt 

loved, safe, and well cared for as 

children 

16.5% of mothers did not 

*I experienced postpartum de-

pression. 

Yes:  41% 

No:  59% 



children, Alyssa age 5 and 

Kory age 4.  They have 

attended FBC Branson for 

over 14 years. 

When not at MOPS, Robin 

and her family love to 

hang out with extended 

family and have game 

nights.  They also love to 

be outdoors, camping and 

canoeing. 

Robin is currently working 

as a long term substitute, 

teaching speech and lan-

guage 2 days a week.  

She has also been ac-

tively selling Premier De-

signs Jewelry for 2 1/2 

years. 

Robin Gagnepain is the 

Small Group Leader of 

the Purple Paint 

Brushes.  This is her 

second year in MOPS 

and her first year as an 

SGL. 

Robin has been mar-

ried to Jason Gag-

nepain for 10 years.  

He is an engineer for 

the Branson Fire De-

partment.  They have 2 

S m a l l  G r o u p  L e a d e r   

S p o t l i g h t  
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Making Children Mind Without Losing Yours  

A video parenting workshop presented by Dr. 

Kevin Leman  

  

A DVD, Workbook and discussion series  

$8 per workbook  

 Free Childcare available  

  

Registration deadline: June 29  

Sign up early....limited seating  

  

Wednesdays for 6 weeks beginning July 6  

7:00pm til 8:30pm  

  

First Presbyterian Church  

420 W. Main  

Branson  

Call: 417 -334 -3468  
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How to Naturally Dye 

Easter Eggs 

 

Instead of purchasing chemical 

dyes this Easter, you can use 

natural fruit and vegetable dyes 

to color eggs. Natural dyes do 

not color as brightly but their 

natural beauty is stunning. Show 

kids how people colored food 

and clothing before chemical 

dyes. You can eat the hard-

boiled eggs after dying with 

fruits and vegetables, but be 

aware that they might take on 

the color and taste of the dye. 

You can dye brown or white 

eggs, as some dyes work well on 

both.  

 

 

 

To find out if an egg is raw or 

hard boiled, spin it on its side. 

A raw egg will wobble unstead-

ily and a hardboiled egg will 

spin easily. 

Place your pre-boiled eggs into 

any of the following dye baths: 

Red Dye 

2 beets 

2 cups of water 

1 tablespoon distilled vinegar 

Bring beets and water to boil. 

Simmer at low heat for 15 min-

utes. Cool and strain and add 

vinegar. 

Craft Corner  

By Teri Adkisson  

Blue Dye 

1 package frozen or fresh blueberries 

2 cups of water 

Bring blueberries and water to a boil. 

Crush berries with a fork. Lower heat 

and simmer 15 minutes. Cool and 

strain into a cheese cloth lined 

strainer. 

 

Very Light Yellow Dye 

2 cups packed onion skins 

3 cups of water 

Bring onion skins and water to a boil. 

Lower heat and simmer for 15 min-

utes. Cool and strain. (Note: you do 

not use vinegar when making the 

onion dye) Onion skins do not create 

much color but are fun to do. 

 

Golden Yellow 

Turmeric makes a good egg dye. Use 

2 tablespoons of turmeric and follow 

above instructions. Be careful in han-

dling turmeric as it stains easily. Pro-

tect your countertops and wash out 

your sink right away. Also, protect 

your hands otherwise they might turn 

a pretty shade of yellow too! 

 

Have fun creating your own colors! 

Red/Pink ð fresh beets, canned or 

frozen cherries, crushed cranberries 

Light Orange ð yellow onion skins 

Light yellow ð lemon and orange 

peels or ground cumin 

Light green ð spinach 

Blue ð crushed blueberries or red 

cabbage leaves ð thatõs right! Red 

cabbage makes blue dye! (pre-boil 

leaves for 30 minutes)  

Beige - coffee 



I Want: 

*Used, inexpensive booster seat.  Kim Connell, kim-

leannconnell@gmail.com. 

*Used, in great condition, patio furniture set.  Kim 

Connell, kimleannconnell@gmail.com. 

*I need boys clothes to buy or borrow.  Contact Erika 

Grimmer, erikagrimmer@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

I  H a v e / I  w a n t  
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I Have: 

*Yard Sale at my house on April 29 and 30.  Lots and 

Lots of stuff.  Email kimleannconnell@gmail.com for 

directions. 

 

*Little Tikes Basketball Goal, has a small dent in the 

bottom of it.  Asking $15, but open to offers. Contact 

Mikala King at 699-3600 or mikalaking@gmail.com. 

 

 

J e s u s  R i s e s  ( C o n t  F r o m  P a g e  1 )  

They told the soldiers, 
"You must say, 'Jesus' 

disciples came during 
the night while we were 

sleeping, and they stole 
his body.' If the gover-

nor hears about it, we'll 
stand up for you and 

everything will be all 

right." So the guards ac-
cepted the bribe and 

said what they were told 
to say. Their story 

spread among the Jews, 
and they still tell it to-

day.  

If you are interested in being 
a Small Group Leader next 

year or are interested in    
being on Steering Team, 

contact Katrina Cramer at  
coordinator@bransonmops.org.  

 

Informational 

meeting today 
immediately 

following MOPS 
meeting.  

Childcare will 
be provided.  

BRANSON MOPS AM PRAYER AND CARE  

 

If you have a prayer request or praise , please donôt hesitate to email prayerand-

care@bransonmops.org!  We would love to hear from you,  

Bible Study ðWe will be studying Faithful, Abundant, and True which has 2 weeks of Kay Arthur, 2 

weeks of Priscilla Shier, and 2 weeks of Beth Moore!  You can purchase your book at 

www.Lifeway.com.  Sign up with Laura for childcare.  
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